
Standard L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 

Asks and answers 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of text 
referring explicitly to 
the text as basis for 
answers  

Asks and answers 
questions but shows 
limited 
understanding of 
text.  Questions and 
answers may include 
misconceptions. 

Asks and answers 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of text 
shows partial 
understanding of text.   
Examples from the 
text may be vague 
and not specific or 
may not be clearly 
related to the 
question. 

Asks and answers questions 
to demonstrate understanding 
of text referring explicitly to the 
text as basis for answers.  
Questions are related to 
gaining a deeper 
understanding of the text and 
examples from the text are 
specific and relevant to the 
answer. 

Asks and answers questions to 
demonstrate understanding of 
text referring explicitly to the text 
as basis for answers.   Student 
can provide several examples 
from the text to support his/her 
answer.  Both questions and 
answers show a deeper 
understanding of the text. 

Determines main idea 
or theme using key 
details 

Student has a 
difficult time 
distinguishing key 
details from minor 
details.  The  main 
idea statement does  
not represent the 
central point  
that the author 
makes about the 
subject or topic.  
Student needs 
support with 
determining main 
idea. 

Student is able to pull 
some key details from 
the text  and the  main 
idea statement  
somewhat represents 
the central point that 
the author makes 
about the subject or  
the topic.  Student 
has partially mastered 
this skill and may 
need some additional 
support from teacher. 

Student can determine the 
main idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key 
details in the text.   Student 
can do this consistently and 
independently. 

Student consistently pulls key 
details from the text to identify a 
main idea or theme that is 
explicitly stated or implied.  
Student can clearly state how 
these key details relate to the 
main idea of the text. 
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Describe characters in 
a story (eg. Their traits, 
motivations, or 
feelings) and explain 
how their actions 
contribute to the 
sequence of events. 

Description of 
characters is limited 
and needs further 
development.  
Student is 
dependent on 
teacher support to 
explain how 
character’s actions 
contributed to 
sequence of events. 

Student may be able 
to describe a 
character’s traits, 
motivations or 
feelings but needs 
further support to 
develop answers fully 
or to explain how their 
actions affected the 
sequence of events.  
Student is not 
independent at this 
time. 

Independently and 
consistently describes a 
character’s traits, motivations 
or feelings and can clearly 
explain how these attributes 
affected the sequence of 
events in the story. 

Independently and consistently 
describes characters in depth 
drawing on specific details in the 
story (such as the character’s 
thoughts, words and actions) to 
support their character 
description and can explain in 
detail how these attributes 
affected the sequence of events 
in the story.  Students can apply 
this skill across characters in the 
text including main and 
secondary characters. 

Compares their own 
point of view from that 
of the narrator or those 
of other characters. 

Student may be able 
to identify the point 
of view of the 
character(s) but is 
not yet able to 
distinguish it from 
their own point of 
view.   Student 
needs teacher 
support in 
distinguishing their 
own point of view 
from that of the 
narrator or 
characters. 

Student can 
distinguish their own 
point of view from that 
of the narrator or 
those of other 
characters but still 
requires some 
teacher assistance at 
times. 

Student consistently and 
independently can identify the 
point of view of the narrator or 
characters in a story and can 
distinguish it from their own 
point of view. 

Student can compare and 
contrast the point of view from 
which different stories are 
narrated including the difference 
between first and third person 
narrations. 
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Uses context clues to 
determine meaning of 
words and phrases 
(Including 
distinguishing between 
literal and nonliteral) 

Uses context clues  
to identify word  
meaning, with  
substantial teacher  
support.    Student 
has difficulty 
distinguishing when 
the author is using 
the literal meaning of 
a phrase to the 
nonliteral. 
 

Uses context clues  
to identify the 
meaning of  words 
and phrases but may 
at times  need 
additional teacher 
support.   Student is 
beginning to 
distinguish literal from 
nonliteral phrases but 
cannot do so 
independently and 
consistently at this 
time. 
 

Student consistently and 
independently can use context 
clues to figure out the meaning 
of unfamiliar words and 
phrases.   The student can 
distinguish between literal and 
nonliteral phrases. 

Student consistently and 
independently can use context 
clues to figure out the meaning of 
unfamiliar words and phrases.   
The student can distinguish 
between literal and nonliteral 
phrases and can use context 
clues to figure out the meaning of 
nonliteral phrases (similes, 
metaphors, exaggerations 

Compares/contrasts 
theme, setting, plot of 
books written by same 
author (ie books in a 
series) 

 Needs substantial 
teacher support in 
order to compare 
and contrast the 
story elements such 
as    theme, setting 
and plot of books 
written by same 
author. 

Needs some support 
in order to compare 
and contrast the story 
elements such as    
theme, setting and 
plot of books written 
by same author. 

Independently and 
consistently compares and 
contrasts the story elements 
such as    theme, setting and 
plot of books written by same 
author. 

Independently and consistently 
provides an in-depth and 
insightful analysis of the 
similarities and differences 
between story elements such as    
theme, setting and plot of books 
written by same author.    
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Compares/Contrasts 
information from two 
texts on the same topic 

 Needs substantial 
teacher support in 
order to compare 
and contrast 
important points and 
relevant details 
presented in 2 texts 
on the same topic. 

Needs some support 
in order to compare 
and contrast 
important points and 
relevant details 
presented in 2 texts 
on the same topic. 

Independently and 
consistently compares and 
contrasts important points and 
relevant details presented in 2 
texts on the same topic. 

Independently and consistently 
compares and contrasts both 
explicitly stated and implied key 
points and relevant details 
presented in several texts on the 
same topic.  Student applies this 
skill in a variety of context 
(across content areas). 

Applies grade-level 
phonics and words 
analysis skills to 
decode 

With substantial 
teacher support and 
cueing, uses 
strategies such 
letter- sound 
relationships, 
chunking and 
knowledge of 
common prefixes 
and suffixes to 
decode unfamiliar 
words.    

With some support 
uses strategies such 
as letter-sound 
relationships,   
chunking, and 
knowledge of 
common prefixes and 
suffixes to decode 
unfamiliar multi-
syllabic words in an 
out of context. 

Independently and 
consistently, uses strategies 
such as letter-sound 
relationships,   chunking, and 
knowledge of common 
prefixes and suffixes to 
decode unfamiliar multi-
syllabic words in an out of 
context. 

Independently and consistently 
uses strategies such letter-sound 
relationships, syllabication 
patterns, chunking, and 
knowledge of common prefixes 
and suffixes to decode unfamiliar 
multi-syllabic words in an out of 
context.  Student applies these 
strategies with above grade level 
text and across a variety of 
genres and content areas. 
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Reads Fluently and 
Accurately 

• All word-by-word  
reading with some 
long  
pauses between 
words 
• Almost no 
recognition of  
syntax or phrasing  
(expressive  
interpretation) 
• Very little evidence 
of  
awareness of  
punctuation 
• Perhaps a couple 
of two word phrases, 
but  
generally disfluent 

• Mostly word-by-word  
reading, but with 
some  
two-word phrasing 
and  
even a couple of 
three-or four word 
phrases  
(expressive 
interpretation) 
• Evidence of 
awareness of  
syntax and 
punctuation,  
although not 
consistently  
so  
• Rereading for 
problem  
solving may be 
present 

• A mixture of word-byword 
reading and fluent,  
phrased reading  
(expressive  
interpretation) 
• There is evidence of  
attention to punctuation  
and syntax 
• Reading for problem  
solving may be present 

• Reads primarily in larger  
meaningful phrases 
• Fluent, phrased reading with a  
few word-by-word slowdowns  
for problem solving  
• Expressive interpretation is  
evident at places throughout  
the reading 
• Attention to punctuation and  
syntax 
• Rereading for problem solving  
may be present but is  
generally fluent 
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By the end of the year, 
can read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, 
drama and poetry at 
the high end of the 
grades 2-3 text 
complexity band 
independently. 

Student can read 
and comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, drama and 
poetry at the first 
grade or below text 
complexity band 
independently. 

Student can read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, drama and 
poetry at the grade 2-
3 text complexity 
band independently. 

Student can read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, drama and 
poetry at the high end of the 
grades 2-3 text complexity 
band independently. 

Student can read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, drama and poetry at the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band 
independently. 

Speaking/Listening     

Engages effectively in 
collaborative 
discussions 

Occasionally offers a 
comment when 
directly questioned, 
may simply restate 
questions or points 
previously raised. 
Often is not prepared 
for class discussions 
and either has not 
read the entire text 
or completed the 
assignment or does 
not refer to it during 
discussions.  Often 
not actively listening 
to the comments of 
teacher or 
classmates. 

 Sometimes 
volunteers comments.  
Listens to others 
some of the time, 
does not stay focused 
on other's comments 
or loses continuity of 
discussion. Shows 
some consistency in 
responding to the 
comments or 
questions of others. 

Consistently volunteers 
comments most are 
appropriate and reflect some 
thoughtfulness.  Comes to 
discussions prepared having  
 done the reading or 
assignment.  
Is an active listener who often 
builds on other students’ 
questions or comments. 

Independently and consistently 
makes timely and appropriate 
comments which are thoughtful 
and reflective.  Responds 
respectfully and builds off of 
teacher’s or other student's 
remarks.  Clear reference to text 
or assignment being discussed.    
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Writing     

Writes narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined events 

Topic may not be 
clear or writing may 
be off the topic 
assigned.   
Minimal 
development of 
elements of narrative 
with little or no detail. 
Simple sentence 
patterns with basic 
vocabulary. Detail 
may be irrelevant or 
confusing.  
 
Holistic scores 0-4 

Topic clear. Most 
events are logical.  
There is some use of 
transitions but they 
may be repetitive. 
Clear sense of 
beginning and end. 
Most elements of 
narrative are present.     
Writing is more list 
like with little 
elaboration.   
 
Holistic score 5-7 

Topic clear. Events are logical. 
Most transitions smooth and 
logical. Clear sense of 
beginning and end. 
Elements of narrative are well-
elaborated. Most elaboration is 
even and appropriate. Some 
varied sentence patterns used. 
Vocabulary appropriate. Some 
details are more specific than 
general statements. A few 
details may lack specificity. 
 
Holistic score 8-9 

Topic clear. Events are logical. 
Varied transitions that are 
smooth and logical. Clear sense 
of beginning and end. 
Elements of narrative are well-
elaborated (plot, setting, 
characters). Elaboration even 
and appropriate. Sentence 
patterns varied and complex with 
precise use of vocabulary to 
enhance writing. Detail is  vivid 
and specific. 
 
Holistic score 10-12 
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Produces writing that is 
well developed and 
organized 

Writing, including 
narratives and open 
ended responses,  
lacks clear 
organization of ideas 
as well as analysis, 
support and  
elaboration.  Student 
needs substantial 
support to share 
ideas and answers in 
writing. 

Writing, including 
narratives and open 
ended responses,  
shows some 
organization of ideas 
with analysis, support 
and  
elaboration.  
Examples and 
elaboration, however, 
are general and lack 
specificity.   
Transitions may be 
lacking or repetitive. 

Writing, including narratives 
and open ended responses,  is 
well organized and contains 
thorough analysis,  
support and elaboration. The 
writer demonstrates an 
effective use of precise 
vocabulary,  
good control of language, and  
gives specific examples and 
details to enhance writing. 

Writing,  including narratives and 
open ended responses,  is very 
well organized and contains 
insightful 
analysis, support and 
elaboration. The writer 
demonstrates a rich  
vocabulary and very strong 
control of language and 
transitions.  Details and answers 
utilize specific examples and 
details to enhance writing. 

Plans, revises and 
edits writing 

Seldom evaluates 
and revises writing 
for content and 
structure, even with 
teacher support.   

Sometimes evaluates 
and revises writing for 
content and structure.  
May require some 
support. 

Consistently evaluates and 
revises writing for content and 
structure.   

Independently and consistently 
evaluates and revises writing for 
content and structure.   
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Conventions     

Uses correct grammar  Seldom uses correct 
grammar including 
correct use of verb 
tenses in written 
work, even with 
teacher support. 

Sometimes uses 
correct grammar 
including correct and 
consistent use of verb 
tenses in written work.  
May require teacher 
support. 

Consistently uses correct 
grammar including correct and 
consistent use of verb tenses 
in written work. 

Independently and consistently 
uses correct grammar in all 
written work.   

Uses correct 
capitalization and 
punctuation 

Seldom uses correct 
capitalization and 
punctuation, 
including correct use 
of commas and 
quotation marks, 
even with teacher 
support. 

Inconsistent use of 
correct capitalization 
and punctuation, 
including correct use 
of commas and 
quotation marks. At 
times, requires 
additional support. 

Consistently uses correct 
capitalization and punctuation, 
including correct use of 
commas and quotation marks. 

Independently and consistently 
edits written work for correct 
capitalization and punctuation, 
including correct use of commas 
and quotation marks. 

Writes neatly in daily 
work 
 

Seldom uses correct 
letter formation, size 
and spacing to 
produce neat work. 

Sometimes uses 
correct letter 
formation, size and 
spacing to produce 
neat work.  Work 
quality is inconsistent. 

Consistently uses correct letter 
formation, size and spacing to 
produce neat work. 

Consistently and independently 
uses correct letter formation, size 
and spacing to ensure that all 
homework and class work is 
neat, quality work. 



 
 

Standard L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 

Applies spelling rules 
to daily work 

Seldom applies 
spelling rules and 
strategies learned to 
spell accurately in 
written work. 

Sometimes applies 
spelling rules and 
strategies learned to 
spell accurately in 
written work. 
accurately in written 
work. 

Consistently 
Applies spelling rules and 
strategies learned to spell 
accurately in written work.  

Independently and consistently 
applies spelling rules and 
strategies learned to spell 
accurately in written work 
including above grade spelling 
words.   

Correctly spells 
assigned words 
 

Spelling test scores 
average is below 
70%. 

Spelling test scores 
average in the 70-
89% range. 

Spelling test average scores 
are in the 90-100% range. 

Spelling test average scores are 
100% or greater and includes 
challenge words and/or above 
grade level words and patterns. 


